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Spy files back
under lock

HERIIN: East Geemuny's
pecret police archives, foreed
ppen a decade age by hunger
etriking protests, haveslamued
shur, ending 4 post-Cold War era
cFupunness and fosdibly pretact-
img thoge who suppressad 8 ra-
tion for 40 yewrs.

The meticlols noli-taking of
the East German aecrel police,
ot Btani, has provided histortans
and journaliats with an invalu
able insight into the workinge of
adictatorabip that spent U316
billion & yesr securing its
atranglaiold.

The archives have been in-
sttumental in trylng the lesders
nf feared police goperatinna, end-
wog Ehwe eareers of politicianes
tainted with the Stasi brush and
broaking up friendsbips and
sastiapay s forner FEast G-
man citizens diseoversd their
truated allism ar spaunss had in-
formed on them

Many nfthe 2.4 mullon people
tracked by the Stasi, most jusr
nora| forroer Eant Cerman oli-
rons, hove had access tn ther
ywr files, The Gauck agency
which oversees the archives haa
alee allowwd histurians and jour
nalista to puer into the records
of su-called “prominent” psaple
of historical imtarest

That opan policy may be com-
ing tn an snd eftar former Chan-
eeller Holmut Kohl won a court
cars ta provent Crauck releosing
parts nt?hi.u £,00H-paps dossier.

The decinion won beeed an the
view that the T2-year-old Hohl,
whoste telephones were tapped,
was a victim af the Stasi repme,
and wes legully entitled Lo with
hold his fike.

“It'y u real sethack, Many
docnments ra now Mmply not
pvailable . We reckon that about
SN per cunt of inguities from re.
saarchern and tha media will be
uffuctad The documents have
buen refdered unosable.” pald
Marianne Hirthler, hewd of rhe
archives.

Histerans warred

People will atill be able b2
vigw thair own files, but re-
gearchers will ow nogd permia-
gign to view the files of others
whizh mrght e diffoglt, if not
impossible, 1o obtaip, Tha reliang
could alew ehinld the gailty.

The Stam telled and tracked
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SELRET ARCHIVE: Herbard Zlahun, an omplnyer »f Me arch yes of

waks iin

filas Innde the headguartans in Basiln in this Sephatnber 24, 1999,
file phote. The Gauck agency, which ovorseas the amhives of 1ne
formar Stay secrat police, t4ys 2otess to himleanns and (oumahsts
mey now ba clored atier farmer Chancellor Helmut Kahl wan a oo

politleal npponents, both actus]
and parceived, Weatern politi-
rians and many of Eaut
Cermany's 16 million citizans.
The archlva's papars, il lined up
Nat, would streteh for 1A0
kilomatres,

The Skas's joo was to prop Up
& poverument with a siege-like
mentality huilt on Cold War
paransia which preached equal-
ity bt dealt gut fevours snd
privileges.

Barnd Scharcfer, reagasch fel-
low ut the German Historice:
Treritube in Washington who bas
atudied links hetwearn the $tas
and the Calhalic Church, fenrs

Ahet many files, oow with moet

narmes blackened oat, would loze
all maeaning.

Plans to fight ruling

[n mid-March, Czach Freui-
dent Vaclavy Havel wifrid o law
ta broadven puble aceesa to its
files beforg the formar govern-
ment collapsad,

The Gaurk agency, which te-
ceives 10,000 pew requesta a
mctith, says it has been forced
to pull dwawrn the ahuttars Fos
row, b wiAl) not reloase cevw Blaa
exeept t people seslkng ther
owty delails and iea webaits b
cluged wp it chweks to sae if it 12
ennophant with the new tlmg.

Birthler zaid they would try

' gase 1o pravent the release of his 6,000 page doss er.

b get the reling avertarned n
did not believe parlismeat woul
act in the oear fulure

*It's it & geod titne for oor
senaus polities with the electio
approaching We have 3upper
er in alment erery party, butye
can tneming thuat the Christia
Dhamperats will not be in Bve
ufrhnngu, ant of aympathy wit
the deciaion ox Kahl,” he said

Trermany han given ceacarrl
erz acrems to the unjque Tile o
public Agures sl an forms
¢hancellors Willy Arandt an
Hulmut Schomidt. Bat porean.
details gleansd from the file
including sexanl deilisnee, wee
not made publhic

Irdeed, Uianck agency awie
Carl-3tepnun. Schaeer has sal
thet of the L 500 pages th
agemey wanfed to releads o
Knhl, ail but Lit were banal

Home m the medis hed B
Leved it woald shed ftortaer ligh
on Kenl's acreptanes of URE
millian in ilagal campaign doc:
tione while in nBee.

“} ig impertant to remembe
that the doruments releane
waould not have shed light @
ponnible dinoting onedale, Tk
doeuminents releazad are onl
maant o shote thu acrivities
the Stasi,” Birthler suld
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